
                                                             

November News from Our Grade 1s and 2s    2019 
 Mrs. Kelly and Mrs. Raz 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

This newsletter outlines some of the 

activities that the grade one and two 

students have been involved in as well as 

what is still to come. 
 

 

Language Arts 

We continue to practice our reading and 

writing skills. The children have enjoyed 

playing “sight word” bingo to reinforce letter 

sounds and word recognition. We have read 

different types of literary texts (pattern 

books, poems, fiction stories, and 

informational texts). Grade 1 and Grade 2 

students both have opportunities to work in 

small groups to complete reading and writing 

activities. They are learning that good 

readers use several “strategies” when they 

are stumped on a word or sentence, or have 

difficulty comprehending what they have 

read. Some ideas include looking at the 

beginning letter sound and picture, re-reading 

a sentence or section, reading ahead, thinking 

about what word would make sense, looking at 

all the letters in the word, looking for parts 

you recognize in a word, and trying to sound 

out the word. The whole class has practiced 

“Guess The Covered Word”. This activity 

helps students learn to use meaning, word 

length and beginning sounds to figure out 

words. Using these clues together can be a 

helpful strategy for decoding. Our fall writing 

activities have included writing about witches, 

spiders and Halloween.  

 

                       

Math 

In Math, we continue to explore numbers and 

number relationships. Both grades are 

practicing counting forward in a variety of 

ways (1s, 2s, 5s, 10s) to recognize patterns 

and internalize the number sequences. Grade 

1 is practicing counting to 50 and Grade 2 is 

working toward counting up to 200. Grade 1 is 

also developing their skills recognizing and 

using ordinal numbers (first, second, third, 

etc.). Grade 1 students have completed 

Halloween number booklets. These are posted 

on our math bulletin board. Grade 2 students 

have been finding and continuing counting 

patterns.  They have completed partial 

number lines by writing missing numerals and 

filled in missing numerals on pieces of 100-

charts. They continue to use number patterns 

to solve problems. They are learning to use 

“doubles” and “near doubles” to help them add 

and subtract. 

 

 

Science  

In Science we have been reviewing the 5 

senses and how we use them as scientists to 

observe, hypothesize and to make conclusions. 

We have discussed cycles by looking at daily 

and seasonal cycles as well as the water cycle. 

We have seen how important it is for plants, 

animals and humans to adapt to the world 

around them. Some important vocabulary we 

have used includes hibernation, migration, 

camouflage, evaporation, condensation, 

hypothesis and observations. 

Students will examine the differences 

between liquids and solids. We will continue to 

discuss how important water and air are to all 

life and what we can do to help maintain a 

healthy ecosystem. We will look at how we use 

energy and in what ways we can conserve and 

recycle. 

 



Physical Education and Health 

The children continue to participate in various 

physical activities and cooperative games to 

help maintain and improve physical fitness. 

We have also practiced school wide fire drills. 

 

 

Religion 

Our grade 1/2 class attended Mass on Friday, 

November 1 to celebrate All Saints’ Day. This 

feast day commemorates all the Saints in 

Heaven. In preparation for All Saints’ Day, we 

decorated pictures of various saints and 

posted them on our classroom door. We are 

learning about the 4 parts of the Mass (We 

Gather, We Listen, We Eat and Drink, We Go 

Forth).                        

                         

 

The Arts 

The children have created some beautiful 

drawings.  Using vertical and horizontal lines 

they are learning how to use space 

effectively. They have been encouraged to 

experiment with their art and be comfortable 

with making “mistakes” as they develop their 

skills. We will be talking about warm and cool 

colours and how these colours make us feel. 

The children are developing their choral 

singing skills, learning to blend their voices 

and use their sense of hearing as part of the 

singing process. Soon they will be learning 

about rhythm and beat as well as dynamics. 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE … 
 

 Progress Reports went home 

November 1st. 

 The Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled 

to run from November 4 – 7 in the 

Learning Commons (library). Our class 

is scheduled to visit November 4 in the 

afternoon. 

 Our Remembrance Day service will be 

November 11 in the gym. 

 We look forward to meeting parents at 

Parent/Teacher Interviews on 

Thursday, November 14. Stay tuned 

for on-line booking to set up an 

interview time. 

 Friday, November 15 is a PD Day. 

 Anti-Bullying Week takes place 

between November 18 and November 

22. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support and interest in our Grade One/Two program. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Kelly    Kristi Raz 


